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8, the stories her father had told her
from his hospital bed, letters and notes
left by her grandfather, and much
more.

She became a sort of detective, find-
ing more letters tucked into framed
pictures, stuck to the attic floor in the
old family home all sorts of unexpected
places. Each letter or scrap of paper be-
came a piece of the family puzzle.

In 1976, she began to fashion the
notes and letters into the first Round
Barn book. The book published this
month, ‘“The Round Barn: Biography of
an American Farm’ is the fulfillment
of her promise to her grandfather, her
magnum opus, a detailed and loving
portrait of a way of life that no longer
exists.

The Dougan Guernsey Dairy Farm
ceased operating in 1967, just as agri-
business and large corporate farms
were beginning to redefine American
farming.

In 1979, the Round Barn was added to
the National Registry of Historic
Places.

By 2012, the dilapidated old structure
had become a safety hazard, and it was
torn down, but thanks to Jackie Jack-
son’s beautifully detailed biography of
her family’s farm and the people who
lived and worked there, generations
from now readers will still be able to
visit the magical world of the Round
Barn.

As this Thanksgiving Day, this
American harvest festival, approaches,
I am thankful for the Round Barn
books that capture a bygone day of
American farming like holograms, and
Loretta and I are grateful to our friend
Jackie for giving the world such a gift.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

—————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
was unavailable for rollcall vote No.
277, on the nomination of Joseph
Otting, of Nevada, to be Comptroller of
the Currency. Had I been present, I
would have voted nay.

Mr. President, I was unavailable for
rollcall vote No. 278, on the motion to
invoke cloture on Donald C. Coggins,
Jr., of South Carolina, to be United
States district judge for the District of
South Carolina. Had I been present, I
would have voted yea.

Mr. President, I was unavailable for
rollcall vote No. 279, on the motion to
invoke cloture on Dabney Langhorne
Friedrich, of California, to be United
States district judge for the District of
Columbia. Had I been present, I would
have voted yea.

Mr. President, I was unavailable for
rollcall vote No. 280, on the nomination
of Donald C. Coggins, Jr., of South
Carolina, to be United States district
judge for the District of South Caro-
lina. Had I been present, I would have
voted yea.®

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)
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VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for the votes on con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No.
300, the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 313, the motion
to invoke cloture on Executive Cal-
endar No. 314, and the confirmation of
Executive Calendar No. 313.

On vote No. 277, had I been present, I
would have voted nay on the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 300.

On vote No. 278, had I been present, I
would have voted yea on the motion to
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar
No. 313.

On Vote No. 279, had I been present,
I would have voted yea on the motion
to invoke cloture on Executive Cal-
endar No. 314.

On Vote No. 280, had I been present,
I would have voted yea on the con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No.
313.e

——
APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I
would like to review for the Senate the
status of appropriations for fiscal year
2018.

The Appropriations Committee has
marked up 8 of the 12 regular appro-
priations bills for this fiscal year. The
committee has also processed two sup-
plemental appropriations bills and one
continuing resolution.

We have little time to finalize the
regular appropriations bills and to con-
sider additional supplemental appro-
priations requests for defense and for
natural disaster recovery.

We need a new budget deal to finish
our work. Congress and the administra-
tion must reach agreement on accept-
able top-line funding levels for defense
and nondefense programs.

At the funding cap currently in law,
the Appropriations Committee would
be hard-pressed to write a 2018 Defense
bill that fully meets our national secu-
rity needs or reflects the priorities of
the Senate.

The current continuing resolution
expires on December 8. We cannot af-
ford to extend that CR into next year.

A budget agreement is necessary for
the Senate to approve responsible ap-
propriations legislation. I urge all par-
ties to those negotiations to redouble
their efforts to reach agreement.

————

WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. The World Day of
Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims
commemorates the millions of people
killed and injured on the world’s roads.
It is also a day to thank emergency
services for their role in saving lives;
to reflect on the impact of road deaths
on families and communities; and to
draw attention to the need for im-
proved legislation, awareness, infra-
structure, technology, and post-crash
responses to save more families from
the tragedy of losing a loved one.
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The theme of this year’s World Day
of Remembrance is ‘2020 Target: Re-
duce Road Fatalities and Serious Inju-
ries by 50%.” It refers to the UN Sus-
tainable Development Goal 3.6 which
calls on governments and their stake-
holders, including NGOs and private
citizens, to address the personal, med-
ical, and financial burden that road
deaths and injuries cause; 1.25 million
people die from road crashes every
year, and tens of millions are seriously
injured. Road traffic crashes are the
No. 1 killer of young people aged 15 to
29 and the eighth leading cause of
death among all people worldwide.

Rochelle Sobel, president of the Asso-
ciation for Safe International Road
Travel, said, ‘“The World Day of Re-
membrance is an important oppor-
tunity to stand together with the glob-
al community to commemorate road
victims and call for an end to the crisis
on our roads. No one should have to go
through the needless, preventable loss
of a child, a brother, a mother, a
friend, killed in a road traffic crash.
This year’s theme to reduce the num-
ber of deaths by 50% by 2020, reminds
us of the need to drive responsibly,
educate our children, and advocate
with our governments to implement
and enforce policies that will protect
road users and prevent more families
from suffering the pain of losing a
loved one on the road.”

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO PETTY OFFICER SEC-
OND CLASS TERENCE PARSONS

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor PO2 Terence Parsons of
Genesee, ID, whom the United Service
Organization, USO has recognized as
the USO’s Sailor of the Year for 2017.
Terence Parsons took action to assist
two motorists involved in car accidents
and marines involved in a mass cas-
ualty situation. The USO explained,
“Displaying unselfish devotion and
great heroism, Terence Parsons, a
Navy corpsman, put himself in harm’s
way to assist members of the commu-
nity. While off duty on two separate
occasions, he witnessed car accidents
that caused potentially life-threat-
ening injuries to the victims involved.
With little thought of his own safety,
Parsons responded by providing life-
saving treatment.” The USO further
commended Terence Parsons for his re-
sponse to a mass casualty event of 18
marines suffering multiple injuries sus-
tained during U.S.S. Oak Hill U.S.S.
Kearsarge amphibious warfare quali-
fications. Terence Parsons’ quick ac-
tion was pivotal in preventing further
injury and saved numerous lives.
Terence joined the U.S. Navy in 2011
and credits the values, including a re-
spect for hard work and teamwork, he
obtained growing up in Genesee and
the support of his family, command
and friends with enabling his military
success. Terence Parsons has also re-
ceived many other recognitions for his
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